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The Lincoln Tunnel connecting New Jersey with midtown Manhattan is celebrating its 50th year (story on page 2) 
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Briefs 


Affirmative Action Plan 


The Department has published its Affirmative 
Action Plan for 1987-88. 

According to Kathleen M. Immordino, Affirma- 
tive Action Officer, the plan outlines the 
Department’s commitment to equal employment 
opportunity for all employees. It also identifies 
affirmative action goals and initiatives for increas- 
ing the number of minorities and females employed 
by the NJDOT. 

Copies of the plan have been distributed to all 
Department managers. Additional copies are 
available on request from the Affirmative Action 
Office, Room 2200, 1035 Parkway Avenue, 


Trenton. 
* KOK OK 


Plaudits from Philadelphia... 


“New Jersey has a magnificent network of safe, 
landscaped, state-of-the-art highways. And they are 
clean.” 

“Off the Cuff,” Philadelphia Magazine, 
February 1988. 


* KK OK 


Conference shares new ideas 


The fifth-annual NJDOT Transportation Research 
Board (TRB) Mini-conference was held in the 
Headquarters Complex on March 1 and 2. Open to 
all members of the transportation community, the 
conference topics were drawn from papers pre- 
sented an the annual TRB meeting in Washington. 

They included the movement of hazardous 
substances, bridge design and evaluation, and 
pavement design 


Last month, an inquiring reporter from the Trans- 
porter was granted an audience with the Lincoln 
Tunnel for a short interview. The tunnel has been 
known to shy away from such interviews, but our 
reporter found it to be wry, warm, and of great depth. 
This interview occurred just after a Monday morning 
rush hour, and the tunnel was still in a good enough 
mood to ask to be called “Abe.” 

First things first, how does it feel to be half a 
century old, Abe? 

I wish you hadn’t phrased it that way, but that’s 
okay. I’m feeling good, handling more cars, buses, 
and trucks than ever. It was nice to get together on 
December 15, 1987, with officials of Weehawken, 
New York and the Port Authority. My birthday is 
really the 22nd of December, but the date was moved 
up to avoid the holiday traffic. 

Can you tell us about yourself for people not 
familiar with you? 

Well, I was the first three-tube vehicular underwa- 
ter tunnel. The first two tubes were completed in 
1937 and 1945. The last one was opened to traffic in 
1957. I form a vital link between midtown Manhat- 
tan and Weehawken, New Jersey. 

The three tubes provide important flexibility in 
traffic handling capability, with the ability to change 
traffic flow in the center tube as demand requires. At 
all times, two lanes of traffic travel in both directions. 
However, if necessary during periods of peak traffic 
flow, up to four lanes in either direction are available. 

During morning rush hour, the Port Authority and 
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“Gotta ride down into this tunnel of love... .” 
—Bruce Springsteen 


LincoiIn Tunnel Turns 5 


- Transporter 
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Women in Construction 


Task force receives report 


The Women in Construction Task Force, convened 
by Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck last year, received 
a technical report on the status of women in New 
Jersey’s highway construction workforce from its 
consultant at its February 24 meeting in the NJDOT 
Headquarters Complex. 

The report, “Bringing More Women into New 
Jersey’s Roadbuilding Industry,” provides a snapshot 
of the status of women in highway construction in 1987 
in the United States and New Jersey. It evaluates the 
methods used to recruit women to the industry and 
presents preliminary recommendations for increasing 
the numbers of women in New Jersey’s construction 
industry. 

As shown in the report, New Jersey, which ranked 
last in women in highway construction in the U.S. in 
1986, has improved to 43rd of 49 reporting states in 
1987. 

Commissioner Gluck, while applauding the 212% 
improvement made in one year, noted that New Jersey 
still has a long way to go in order to meet the Federal 
Highway Administration requirement that 6.9% of the 
construction workforce in each craft and job be women. 

“Right now women make up only 2.9% of the non- 
clerical workforce. That’s only 106 women employed 
by contractors on highway construction jobs. Clearly, 
by anyone’s standards, there is room for further 
improvement in these numbers,” she said. 

According to the report, while no state currently 
meets the 6.9% goal, many have made significant 
progress in increasing women’s numbers in the high- 
way construction workforces. It said that states which 
have higher numbers or percentages of women appear 
to have four characteristics: 

*commitment by the state to enforce affirmative 
action goals; 

*support and programs for increasing women’s 
numbers by the unions; 


NJDOT operate a two-and-a-half mile long eastbound 
Exclusive Bus Lane (XBL). This lane runs from Route 
3 and the NJ Turnpike to me in one of the three regular 
westbound lanes. The XBL significantly reduces the 
bus commuter’s travel time. 

To get specific about me, the width of each roadway 
is 21 feet, 6 inches. I’m about 8,000 feet long, and 97 
feet below the surface waters of the Hudson. 

That’s quite an operation. 

Yes, it’s something of which I’m very proud. You 
know, there’s a bit of a rivalry between my buddies GW 
and Hollie (Editor's note: George Washington Bridge 
and the Holland Tunnel), but I’m capable of working 
with the best of them. 

You weren’t always know as the Lincoln Tunnel — 
is that correct, Abe? 

Yes. Originally, I was known as the Mid-Town 
Hudson Tunnel. Eight months before I opened, the Port 
Authority’s commissioners renamed me. A funny story. 
at the time was that one of the engineers working on me 
was named Alan B. Lincoln. He was a resident of New 
Jersey, and his nickname, of course, was Abe. I don’t 
know what happened to him after he finished me — I 
assume he went on to other projects. 

In looking over my notes, I saw that a circus once 
went through you. 

That was in 1971. There was a railroad strike, so 
they couldn’t get the animals to Madison Square 
Garden. Circus officials asked to “walk” the animals 
through me. So at midnight, a tube was closed, and 19 
elephants, a pony, a zebra, and a llama from Ringling 


active recruitment of women by contractors; 

*tradeswomen advocacy organizations which prepare 
women for construction jobs and which pressure un- 
ions, contractors and relevant federal and state agencies 
to enforce existing laws. 

The report listed a number of factors which it said 
contributed to women’s under-representation in New 
Jersey’s construction workforce: lack of active recruit- 
ment efforts by contractors and unions; lack of clear 
and enforceable policies and procedures within the 
NJDOT and FHWA; lack of enforcement of existing 
apprenticeship goals by the Bureau of Apprenticeship 
Training of the U.S. Department of Labor; lack of 
information disseminated to women about job opportu- 
nities in construction. 


Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck, Chief of Staff Judith 
Shaw Berry and union representatives were among Task 
Force members listening to consultant Kathy Stanwick 
present the report. 


Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus took a stroll. 

I take it they made it on time? 

You bet. In fact, we charged them a toll! 

Was that the most interesting episode of your life? 

I’ve been lucky to have quite a few. I can remem- 
ber a baby boy was born in my emergency garage. 
His parents drove through me and stopped at the 
Weehawken Toll Plaza and told the collector a baby 
was about to be born. A Port Authority officer deliv- 
ered a healthy kid. 

I also remember being given a President’s Award 
for energy efficiency for my XBL. That was in 1980. 
Of course that wasn’t exciting as the baby or the 
circus, but it’s a nice achievement. 

So what are you planning for the future? 

Just to do my job, basically. I haven’t had a 
vacation in 50 years, and I really don’t plan on taking 
a vacation for another 50 years or longer. I do hope 
that in the future emphasis will be placed on getting 
more people through me and not vehicles. The fewer 
vehicles, the better. I do see agencies like the 
NJDOT working towards that goal. 

So, there’s no plans for retirement then? 

None at all. I’m not sure I’d even get.a pension. 

Last question, Abe. Whom do you like better, 
New York or New Jersey? 

Trying to trap me, eh? I’m a regional facility, so I 
can’t be picking favorites. I try to do my best for 
both states. Manhattan has its attributes, but there’s 
this little Italian place in Weehawken . . . 

-- by John Dourgarian 
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The Department marked the 
celebration of Black History 


Month with a seminar entitled 
“The Black Contribution to 
Transportation” on February 26 at 
NJDOT Headquarters. The obser- 
vance was a first for the Depart- 
ment and was co-sponsored by the 
Affirmative Action Office and the 
Conference of Minority Transpor- 
tation Officials (COMTO). 

“The seminar was designed to 
recognize the contributions blacks 
have made to transportation and to 
bring about an increased aware- 
ness and sensitivity among all 
NJDOT employees,” said Com- 
missioner Hazel Frank Gluck. 
“There is much to celebrate in 
terms of the historical contribution 
blacks have made to the transpor- 
tation industry and in the contribu- 
tions being made by our current 
employees.” 

The invocation and a memorial 
to Paul Morris Smith (see Obituar- 


m ps 


A majority of New Jerseyans believe 
that economic development at their 
local level may have reached the satu- 
ration point and would be willing to 
give up some local autonomy in favor 
of centralized planning to manage 
growth. 

That finding was one of the high- 
lights of a special statewide poll by the 
Center for Public Interest Polling of the 
Eagleton Institute of Rutgers Univer- 
sity. 

In releasing the results, Commis- 
sioner Hazel Frank Gluck said the poll 
was commissioned in conjunction with 
New Jersey’s participation in the 
national “Transportation 2020” 
program 

“There are so many major transporta- 
tion and land use planning processes 
coming together this year that it seemed 
an opportune time to go to the citizens 
of New Jersey and get their opinions of 
the course public policy on these issues 
should take,” Gluck said. 

“Responses to several questions 
suggest that the majority of respondents 
believe the saturation point may have 
been reached in terms of additional 
growth and 55% of them said they 
would be willing to give up some local 
autonomy in favor of the kind of 
centralized planning that will ward off 


NJDOT celebrates black 
influence in transportation 


Transporter 


ies) were given by Sara Summiel, Secre- 
tarial Assistant III, Contract Administra- 
tion. 

NJDOT employees took part in the 
program which included poetry reading 
by Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist I, 
Communications; and presentations by 
Robert Gaffin, Project Engineer, Region 
IV Construction; Edward Wanzer, 
Supervisor, Technical Assistance 
Section, Contract Compliance/Civil 
Rights; Kathleen Immordino, A ffirma- 
tive Action Officer; and Keith Daniels, 
Assistant to the Commissioner and Vice 
President, New Jersey COMTO. Clifford 
G. Smith, Chief, Employee Relations 
was Master of Ceremonies. 

Other seminar speakers represented 
the Trenton Chapter of the NAACP, a 
DBE Contractor and a student in Trans- 
portation Studies at Morgan State 
University, Baltimore, Md. 

Approximately 200 employees from 
the NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT attended 
the seminar. 


is 


uncontrolled growth,” she said. 

Gluck added that the poll also showed 
that this tendency to rethink the growth 
issues is especially strong when growth 
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Blacks in transportation history 


FREDERICK McKINLEY JONES 
1892 - 1961 

Frederick McKinley Jones was the in- 
ventor of the first practical refrigeration 
system for long-haul trucks. His system 
was later adapted to a variety of other 
carriers including ships, railroad cars 
and airplanes. Jones’ invention com- 
pletely changed the food transport 
industry. 


ELIJAH J. McCOY 
1843 - 1929 

Elijah McCoy was a mechanical engi- 
neer and the inventor of a revolutionary 
device which made it possible to lubri- 
cate the moving parts of a machine 
while it was operating. He invented the 
first automatic lubricator, which is used 
today in automobiles, locomotives, 
rockets, ships and other machines 


GARRETT A. MORGAN 
1875 - 1963 
Garrett A. Morgan invented the auto- 
matic traffic signal which brought order 
on the nation’s streets and improved 
traffic safety. This signal became the 
forerunner of the overhead and sidewalk 
traffic signals that we use today. 


BENJAMIN BANNEKER 
1731 - 1806 

Benjamin Banneker was a self-taught 
mathematician, outstanding astronomer, 
author of almanacs, surveyor, humani- 
tarian and inventor. His survey team de- 
signed the blueprints for Washington, 
D.C. Banneker helped in selecting the 


Seminar Scenes (clockwise) exhibit, Sara Summiel, seminar speakers 


Poll shows New Jerseyans favor planning 


might conflict with environmental 
protection (69%), land preservation 
(62%), and increased traffic congestion 
(79%) 


Study offers transit solutions 


The Newark-Elizabeth-Newark 
International Airport Economic and 
Transit Access Study technical 
findings has indicated that a fixed 
guideway transit system, linking the 
business districts of Newark and 
Elizabeth with Newark International 
Airport, should be advanced to project 
development. 

In making the announcement on 
February 23, Commissioner Hazel 
Frank Gluck stressed that project de- 
velopment does not imply a commit- 
ment to construct. 

The NJDOT’s eight-month long 
analysis, presented at a meeting of the 
study steering committee, identified an 
automated guideway transit (AGT) 
system as having promise for improv- 
ing transit service; encouraging 
corridor economic development, 
generating potentially significant local 
economic benefits; and attracting some 
39,000 daily riders. This system 


peas cost $280 million (1987 dollars) 


to construct, excluding costs for rights 
of way, according to the study. 

The UMTA-funded study began in 
July 1987 as part of the technical 
planning program of the North Jersey 
Transportation Coordinating Council 
(NJTCC) to build on previous work of 
the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey (PANYNJ). It investi- 
gated the conceptual feasibility of a 
new transit link in the Newark/NIA/ 
Elizabeth Corridor to support eco- 
nomic growth and to improve transit 
service for commuters, for work based 
trips within the corridor and for air 
passenger access to NIA 

The study was conducted with 
consultant assistance on behalf of the 
NJTCC and was guided by a steering 
committee representing local govern- 
ment, PANYNJ, NJ TRANSIT, 
NJTCC, NJDOT, and the Growth 
Connection, a public/private coalition 
supporting transit-related economic 
development in both cities. 


sites for the U.S. Capitol building, the 
White House and other federal build- 
ings. 
ANDREW JACKSON BEARD 
1849 - 1921 

Andrew Jackson Beard invented the 
automatic railroad car coupler, com- 
monly referred to as the “Jenny” Cou- 
pler. Until Beard’s invention, car cou- 
pling was done manually. It was ex- 
tremely dangerous. Many men lost 
fingers, hands, arms and some even 
lost their lives. The Jenny coupler se- 
cured two railroad cars by bumping 
them together and was the forerunner 
of today’s automatic coupler. 


JAMES FORTEN SR. 
1766 - 1842 k 

James Forten Sr. invented and per- 
fected a sail designed to make the 
guiding of ships easier. He had his 
own Sail loft in Philadelphia. Forten’s 
innovative sail-making made his sail 
loft one of the most prosperous in 
Philadelphia. 


GRANVILLE T. WOODS 
1856 - 1910 

Granville T. Woods, known as the 
“Black Edison,” invented the synchro- 
nous multiplex railroad telegraph that 
enabled messages to be sent to and 
from moving trains and railroads 
which is utilized by trains and trolley 
cars today. Woods also invented the 
electrified third rail now used by sub- 
way systems in Chicago, New York 
and elsewhere. 


The poll revealed that while most 
respondents (76%) recognized the vital 
link between a good transportation 
system and a healthy state economy, the 
importance of transportation was judged 
on a very personal level. 

Sixty percent of those respondents 
who are employed said that they 
experience at least some traffic conges- 
tion on the way to work and 26% of this 
group indicated they experienced a 
“great deal” of congestion. 

“Tn terms of financing the necessary 
improvements, it is interesting to note 
that 56% of those polled favored the use 
of direct appropriations from the general 
treasury over user fees (37%) as public 
financing sources, but 86% supported 
the use of developer contributions to 
fund a portion of the costs of needed 
improvements,” she added. 

The results of this poll, in combination 
with the public comments received 
during the two Transportation 2020 
forums in January, will be submitted to 
the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) as part of the consensus 
program being developed nationwide to 
help direct the course of national 
transportation policy after the current 
Surface Transportation Assistance Act 
expires in 1992. 
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PEOPLE 


Victor A. Rice has been named 
Assistant to the Deputy Commissioner. 
For the past 14 years he served as Ex- 
ecutive Assistant to the Assistant 
Commissioner for Engineering and Op- 
erations. Rice joined the NJDOT in 
1967 as an Operations Analyst. 


* KOK OK 


Last month’s Transporter printed an 
erroneous announcement of the engage- 
ment of Thomas Wood to Amanda 
Rush. We regret any embarrassment 
this may have caused these employees. 


March is Woman's History Month 


Theodore J. Fischer, Regional 
Design Engineer, Region II, was 
recently honored by the Mercer County 
Society of Professional Engineers as its 
“Engineer of the Year.” Fischer, who 
will retire soon, will be honored at a tes- 
timonial dinner on March 28 at the 
Princeton Country Club. 


**K OK *K 


Edwin M. Carle, Inspector, Highway 
Permits I , Region I, recently received 
his 25-year service award from John F. 
Dunn Jr., Assistant Chief Engineer, 
Traffic and Local Road Design. 


1988 photo contest deadline is April 18 


Only a few weeks remain for NJDOT- 
ers and retirees to submit their best pho- 
tographs to the Transportation Week 
Photo Contest. April 18, 1988, is the 
deadline for submissions. Winning 
photos will be exhibited at NJDOT 
Headquarters in May and then returned. 

Photographs may be either in black 
and white or color, and entered in one 
of three categories: transportation, 
nature or people. Slides are no longer 
eligible. 

Only one print per category is permit- 
ted. The photographer MUST choose 
the category in which it is to be judged. 

Each print must be 8" x 10" or 12", 
unframed and mounted on matte board 


DOT PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY BLANK 


Category (circle one) People, Nature, Transportation 


Name: 


Attach tobackofphoto ~- 


with a border no less than two inches, or 
more than three inches around the print. 
(Please do not write on or sign the front 
of the matte or photo.) 

Entries must be received in the 
Transporter offices by the end of the 
day on Monday, April 18, 1988, and 
must have the entry blank or the follow- 
ing information attached to the back: 
name, DOT title, work unit, work phone, 
home address, category and title of pho- 
tograph. 

All employees except members of the 
Transporter staff are eligible to enter. A 
U.S. Savings Bond will be awarded to 
the grand prize winner and certificates 
presented to other winners. 


Please Print 


NJDOT phone: 


Title: 


Home address: 


Title of photo: 


Please do not write on the front of the photo or matte board. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Work address: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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DOT-TOT 
Child Care Center 


Enrollment at the DOT- 
TOT day care center is 
nearing capacity. 

To guarantee a place for 
your child (6 weeks 
to 5 years old), 
call 609-530-6590 


940 Lower Ferry Road 
Ewing Township 
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Softball team readies for new season 


The Trenton area softball circuit will open its 1988 season the first week of May, ac- 
cording to League Commissioner Carmen Caltagirone. The league will have 14 
teams competing this season. Games will be played on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings at the Department of Defense. The Brawlers (pictured) will be seeking their 
third straight championship. Coached by Rick Hammer, the team is composed mainly 
of Bureau of Structural Evaluation engineers. Last season’s champions were (TOP 
ROW) Joe Dowiak (2B), Carmen Iantorno (P), Steve Swiderski (RCF), Andy Laz- 
zarotti (RF); (MIDDLE ROW) Rick Hammer (LF), Ken Mihalik (RCF), Joe Keil (C), 
Gary Wilcox (C); (BOTTOM ROW) Leon Krzyzanowski (1B), Mark Hauske (LCF), 
Chris Vogelsong (3B), Tim DeSanto (SS). 


Calling all golfers 


Golfers interested in participating in 
the NJDOT Golf Outing on Sunday, July 
10, are invited to send in their reserva- 
tions. 

The $30 fee includes reserved tee-off 
time, 18 holes of golf at the Cranbury 
Golf Club and a California cheeseburger 


and fries lunch. 

To participate, send a check made 
payable to "NJDOT Golf Outing,” to 
Transporter, Room 1500, Trenton. For 
more information call 609-530-3279. 
Please include your name and work 
phone with your check. 


Voorhees trains for Boston Marathon 


Ten years ago Jack Voorhees, an 
equipment operator out of the Fleming- 
ton Yard, gave up a pastime of racing 
modified stock cars and took up running. 

Last November, at age 50, he reached 
the pinnacle of his running career by 
qualifying to compete in the grueling 
Boston Marathon which will be held on 
April 18. 

To qualify for the Boston Marathon, a 


runner must complete the 26-mile event 
in three hours, twenty minutes. Jack 
posted a 3:19 time in the qualifier which 
was held in Washington D.C. 

The Lambertville resident, who neyer 
raced until ten years ago, has completed 
in many marathons throughout the East 
Coast, including the New York City 
Marathon. Jack is training for the 
Marathon by running 60 miles a week. 


Donating blood can save a life 


The NJDOT Blood Bank has 
launched an April membership drive. 
By donating a pint of blood, an em- 
ployee and his or her immediate family 
become eligible to obtain blood in an 
emergency. 

The NJDOT Blood Bank has made 
arrangements with the Mercer Regional 
Blood Center for a mobile unit to visit 
each region. These visits will provide a 
convenient way for employees to 


become members of the Blood Bank. 
Further information on the program is 
available from training coordinators. 

The nurses in each region will be 
scheduling appointments for donations. 
The bloodmobile schedule is: 


Region I April 12, Bridgewater 
Region II April 14, Newark 
Region III April 19, Freehold 
Region IV = April 21, Cherry Hill 
Region V April 29, Ewing 


(  — Obituaries D 


Paul Morris Smith, 37, former 
Director of Civil Rights, died February 
12 when his car skidded on ice and 
plunged into a canal. Smith managed to 
save the lives of his two daughters and a 
niece before losing his life in the icy 
waters. 

A graduate of 
Trenton State 
College, Smith 
joined the DOT in 
1974, leaving in 
1985 to join NJ 
TRANSIT as 
Director of Person- 
nel. He wasa 
Director of the Conference of Minority 
Transportation Officials, a founding 
member of the NJ Affirmative Action 
Officers Council and served on NJ 
TRANSIT’s Black History Month 
Committee. 

Smith is survived by his former wife, 
Regine Pitts-Smith; daughters, Lindsay 
Andrea and Sidney Lauren and numer- 
ous relatives. 

A tribute to Smith was read at the 


Smith 


NJDOT’s Black History Month obser- 
vance. (See story on page 3) 


* KK * 


Walter Hannold, 90, died January 6 
in Camden. He was an Assistant 
Foreman when he retired in 1960 after 
34 years of service. He is survived by 
two sons and two daughters, 19 grand- 
children and 26 great-grandchildren. 


* * OK * 


David L. Wedo Jr., 73, died on 
January 27. He retired as an Engineer- 
ing Aide I in 1980 after 13 years of 
service with the Division of Research 
and Demonstration. He is survived by 
his wife, Marjorie; a son, Daniel; two 
grandchildren and two great-grandchil- 
dren. 

* eK * 

Warren Eltonhead Sr., died on 
February 6. A 40-year DOTer and 
World War II veteran, Eltonhead retired 
in 1978 as a sign fabricator. He is 
survived by his wife, Dorothy; a son 
Warren, and a granddaughter. 


Motorists using our highways probably give little thought to their aesthetic value. This aerial view shows an interchange with a 
dramatic design. If you can identify the routes involved or the location, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and 
unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not necessary to send the Transporter photograph with your answer. 
Please submit your answers by April 1. 


Can you identify this ‘Moment in History’? 


Only three people came close to fully identifying last month’s The employees who identified all but the street name are: Carl 


photograph which showed Cass Street in Trenton at a point on K. Hoagland, Assistant Chief, Data Processing; Anker Winther, 
the Delaware and Raritan Canal near the NJ State Prison where Supervising Engineer, Construction; and John P. Dempster Jr., 
rail, trolley, roadway and canal transportation are intersected. Chief, Accident Records. 
New Jersey Bulk Rate 
Department of Transportation US. Postage 
1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600 PAID 


Trenton, New Jersey 08625 Trenton, N.J. 
Permit No. 21 
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